Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 292 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.112; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.8.
In the title molecule, C 21 H 25 NO 2 , the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 4.8 (2) . Both the ethyl group of the ester group and one of the ethyl groups attached to the N atom are disordered over two sites, the approximate occupancies being 66:34 and 81:19, respectively. In the cystal structure, there are no direction-specific interactions.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Boggess et al. (1986) ; Iwase et al. (2003) ; Marynaoff & Reitz (1989) ; Reinhardt et al. (1998) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Á min = À0.14 e Å
À3
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: LH2575). (Iwase et al., 2003) . For these applications, it is important to prepare materials having a TPA cross-section at the wavelength of available laser sources (Reinhardt et al.,1998) . We report here the structure of a new compound containing a TPA cross-section. The measurement of the TPA cross-section was performed by the nonlinear transmission method (Boggess et al., 1986) .
In the molecular structure, the two benzene rings are almost coplanar with a dihedral angle of only 4.8 (2)° between them (Fig.1) . The bond lengths and angles in the molecule are as expected (Allen et al., 1987) .
In the crystal structure, no H-bonding, C-H···π, or π-π interactions are observed. The crystal is stablized only by van der Waals interactions.
Experimental
All reagents and solvents were used as obtained without further purification. The title compound was prepared according to literature procedure (Marynaoff et al., 1989) . The solid product was dissolved in ether and the solution kept in air for one week. Crystals of of the title compound suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis were grown by slow evaporation of the solution at the bottom of the vessel.
Refinement
All H atoms were included in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93Å (aromatic and -CH=CH-moiety), 0.97Å (methylene), 0.96Å (methyl); U iso (H)=1.2U eq C (aromatic, -CH=CH-, methylene) and U iso (H)=1.5U eq C (methyl). Two ethyl groups (C16/C17/O2 & C20/C21/N1) are disordered over two sites and the corresponding N-C, C-C and O-C bond distances were refined by using the SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997) commands; DFIX, EADP and EXYZ with the ratios of the refined occupancies being 0.66 (1):0.34 (1) and 0.81 (1):0.19 (1) for the major and minor components, respectively. In the absence of significant anomalous dispersion effects Fridel pairs were merged. 
